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Crossing Saltwater Creek can be tricky
 if the tide is up

T
he good folk of Grafton and Coffs Harbour 

on the mid-north coast of NSW must 

consider themselves lucky. Right on their 

doorstep they have places like Pebbly 

Beach in the Yuraygir National Park. There’s a vast 

wonderland of bush and beach that could take days 

to drive and explore, and with a couple of free days, 

that’s exactly what we did.

Adam and Kandi were joining us on this trip tow-

ing the GIC camper with their Patrol ute. Both being 

seasoned campers and 4WDers, they were keen to 

check out what this part of the coast had to offer. On 

the last leg of a 10-day trip that had seen us cover 

some 2000km or so, we were all looking forward to 

a relaxing time at Pebbly Beach.

We headed out from Corindi Beach towards Red 

Rock and aired down the tyres before hitting the 

sand. Blessed with perfect sunny weather, the drive 

along the beach was spectacular. Coasting along 

on a highway constructed of white sands directly 

adjacent to crystal clear blue water is always an 

experience to remember.

At the end of the beach you’ll fi nd Saltwater 

Creek, which is affected by tidal changes, and 

crossing this creek is not recommended at high 

tide. At the time of our crossing, the tide was low so 

it was relatively easy with the camper trailers. After 

driving through the creek, we followed Barcoongere 

Way to the end where the campgrounds are located 

to fi nd a spot to set up.

The decision to camp at Pebbly Beach had been 

made without too much thought; it’s the kind of 

place that you can visit time and time again, as a lot 

of people do. In fact, earlier that day while getting 

fuel, we were informed by a happy service station 

attendant that he spends most of his Christmas 

holidays camping there. Those who have visited 

Pebbly will know why.

It’s an awesome campground situated right on 

the beach, with plenty of room for a camper trailer. 

Views across to the ocean can be taken in from the 

shade and comfort of the awning. We positioned the 

campers and then opted for a walk along the beach.

The beach is like a hidden cove on an island 

lost somewhere in the Pacifi c. It’s only a couple of 

kilometres in length, making it an easy walk from 

one end to the other. Large sections of the beach 

are littered with small stones, leaving no doubt as to 

how Pebbly Beach got its name.

The headlands at either end are well worth 

exploring, especially on the northern end where 

good bushwalking can be found in the form of the 

Corkwood and Scribbly Gum walking track, which is 

an easy-grade 1.5hr return walk offering excellent 

coastal views.

Closer to camp, a hammock was found swinging 

between two trees, more than likely left behind by 

some forgetful campers. The temptation to give it a 

try proved too much and the old hammock got a fair 

bit of use during our stay.

After having a good look around the camp-

ground, the camper trailers were set up ready for 

the evening. The camper was given the task of 

sleeping four, and the additional annexed room 

provided a good space for the extra people while 

leaving more than enough room for all of our gear.

The preparation for a fi re started as the soon 

as the sun began to fall behind the trees. With a 

good supply of wood on hand, it wasn’t long before 

it was ablaze and camp chairs were placed care-

fully around the fi re in readiness for the evening’s 

gathering. It’s interesting how this is always done in an 

almost ritualistic fashion, like some dogmatic routine 

that we campers feel compelled to do – perhaps a way 

of guaranteeing an evening of good conversation!

With the fi re burning steadily, the only thing left 

to do was to decide what to have for dinner. Cook-

ing in the outdoors under the cool evening sky, 

who could think of a better way! It never ceases 

to amaze, and even seasoned campers who may 

have done this a thousand times still relish in 

these moments.
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